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DETAILED ACTION 

Reasons for Allowance 

1 . The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: In 

response to the office action of February 22, 2008, further in view of applicant's 
amendments filed on 05/22/08, the application has been carefully reviewed and 
respectfully considered. 

Further, according to applicant's remarks based on currently amended claims 1-3 
have been cancelled, claims 4-5 have been rewritten in independent form, and claims 6- 
1 1 are newly presented. Thus, claims 4-11 are currently pending in the present 
application. On pages 6-7 of the last Office Action, it is noted that claims 4 and 5 would 
be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the base 
claim and any intervening claims. 

Accordingly, claim 4 has been amended to include the limitations of base 
claim 1 and intervening claim 2, and therefore the amended claim 4 is now in condition 
for allowance for the reason the prior art searched and of record neither anticipates nor 
suggests an image reader comprising: a document table having a platen plate which is 
made from a translucent member and placed in an upper surface of said document 
table; a document table cover supported at an upper end of said document table in a 
pivotal manner; a first image sensor provided in said document table; a sensor drive 



Application/Control Number: 1 0/799,71 1 Page 3 

Art Unit: 2625 

mechanism for actuating said first image sensor in parallel with said platen, a document 
moving mechanism for causing a document to move along a document transport path 
formed in said document table cover; a second image sensor fixed to said document 
table cover so as to be situated at a position above said document transport path, 
wherein a track of said document which moves through said document transport path 
passes through a scan point, which is a focal point of said first image sensor achieved 
when said first image sensor is situated at a standby position, wherein a portion of said 
document transport path located downstream from said scan point is divided into a first 
path and a second path transport switching means, disposed at a location where said 
document transport path is divided, for switching said track of the document moving 
through said document transport path between said first and second paths; document 
thickness detection means disposed upstream of said scan point, for the thickness of 
said document to move through said document transport path; and control means for 
performing a control operation to switch for said transport switching means to said first 
path when the thickness of said document detected by said document thickness 
detection means is greater than a predetermined threshold value and to switch for said 
transport switching means to said second path when the thickness of said he document 
detected by said document thickness detection means is smaller than said 
predetermined threshold value. 

Also, claim 5 has been amended to include the limitations of base claim 1 and 
intervening claims 2-3, and therefore amended claim 5 is also allowed for the reasons 
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the prior art searched and of record neither anticipates nor suggests an image reader 
comprising: a document table having a platen plate which is made from a translucent 
member and is placed in an upper surface of said document table; a document table 
cover supported at an upper end of said document table in a pivotable manner; 
a first image sensor provided in said document table; a sensor drive mechanism for 
actuating said first image sensor in parallel with said platen a document moving 
mechanism for causing a document to move along a document transport path formed in 
said document table cover; a second image sensor fixed to said document table cover 
so as to be situated at a position above said document transport path, wherein a track 
of the document which moves through said document transport path passes through a 
scan point, which is a focal point of said first image sensor achieved when said 
first image sensor is situated at a standby position, wherein a portion of said document 
transport path, located downstream from said scan point, is divided into a first path and 
a second path; transport switching means, disposed at a location where said document 
transport path is divided, for switching said track of the document moving through said 
document transport path between said first and second paths, wherein said first path is 
formed in parallel or substantially in parallel to said track of said wherein said first path 
is formed in parallel or substantially in parallel to said track of said document transport 
path at a position upstream of said scan point, and said second path is formed so as to 
be turned upward; document thickness detection means, disposed upstream of said 
scan point, for -the thickness of said document to move through said document 
transport path; and control means for performing a control operation to switch for 
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switching said transport switching means to said first path when the thickness of said 
document detected by said document thickness detection means is greater than a 
predetermined threshold value and to switch for said transport switching means to said 
second path when the thickness of the document detected by said document thickness 
detection means is smaller than said predetermined threshold value. 

Further, with respect to claim 6, the prior art searched and of record neither 
anticipates nor suggests the claimed invention an image reader comprising: a document 
table having a platen plate which is made from a translucent member and is 
placed in an upper surface of said document table; a document table cover supported at 
an upper end of said document table in a pivotable manner; a first image sensor 
provided in said document table; a sensor drive mechanism for actuating said first 
image sensor in parallel with said platen plate; a document moving mechanism for 
causing a document to move along a document transport path formed in said document 
table cover, wherein a track of the document which moves through said document 
transport path passes through a scan point, which is a focal point of said first image 
sensor achieved when said first image sensor is situated at a standby position, wherein 
a portion of said document transport path located downstream from said scan point is 
divided into a first path and a second path; transport switching means, disposed at a 
location where said document transport path is divided, for switching said track of the 
document moving through said document transport path between said first and second 
paths; document thickness detection means, disposed upstream of said scan point, for 
detecting the thickness of the document to move through said document transport path; 
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and control means for performing a control operation to switch said transport switching 
means to said first path when the thickness of the document detected by said document 
thickness detection means is greater than a predetermined threshold value and to 
switch said transport switching means to said second path when the thickness of the 
document detected by said document thickness detection means is smaller than said 
predetermined threshold value. 

Further, regarding claim 7, the prior art searched and of record neither 
anticipates nor suggests an image reader comprising: a document table having a platen 
plate which is made from a translucent member and is placed in an upper surface of 
said document table; a document table cover supported at an upper end of said 
document table in a pivotable manner; a first image sensor provided in said document 
table; a sensor drive mechanism for actuating said first image sensor in parallel with 
said platen plate; a document moving mechanism for causing a document to move 
along a document transport path formed in said document table cover, wherein a track 
of the document which moves through said document transport path transport 
switching means, disposed at a location where said document transport path 
divided, for switching said track of the document moving through said document 
transport path between said first and second paths, wherein said first path is formed in 
parallel or substantially in parallel to said track of said document transport path at a 
position upstream of said scan point, and said second path is formed so as to be turned 
upward; document thickness detection means, disposed upstream of said scan point, 
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for detecting the thickness of the document to move through said document transport 
path; and control means for performing a control operation to switch said transport 
switching means to said first path when the thickness of the document detected by said 
document thickness detection means is greater than a predetermined threshold value 
and to switch said transport switching means to said second path when the thickness of 
the document detected by saiddocument thickness detection means is smaller than said 
predetermined threshold value. 

Regarding claim 8 and 10, the prior art searched and of record neither 
anticipates nor suggests 8. (New) An image reader comprising: a document table 
having a platen plate which is made from a translucent member and placed in an upper 
surface of said document table; a document table cover supported at an upper end of 
said document table in a pivotable manner; a first image sensor provided in said 
document table; a sensor drive mechanism for actuating said first image sensor in 
parallel with said platen plate; a document moving mechanism for causing a document 
to move along a document transport path formed in said document table cover; a 
second image sensor fixed to said document table cover so as to be situated at a 
position above said document transport path, wherein a track of the document that 
moves through said document transport path passes through a scan point, which is a 
focal point of said first image sensor when said first image sensor is situated at a 
standby position, wherein a portion of said document transport path, located 
downstream from said scan point, is divided into a first path and a second path; and 
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transport switching means, disposed at a location where said document transport path 
is divided, for switching said track of the document moving through said document 
transport path between said first and second paths, wherein said first path is formed in 
parallel or substantially in parallel to said track of said document transport path at a 
position upstream of said scan point, the document traveling through said first path is 
directly output extremely of said document table cover, and said second path is formed 
so as to be turned upward so that the document traveling through said second path is 
directly output externally of said document table cover. 

Regarding claim 9 and 11, the prior art searched and of record neither 
anticipates nor suggests an image reader comprising: a document table having a platen 
plate which is made from a translucent member and placed in an upper surface of said 
document table; a document table cover supported at an upper end of said document 
table in a pivotable manner; a first image sensor provided in said document table; a 
sensor drive mechanism for actuating said first image sensor in parallel with said platen 
plate; a document moving mechanism for causing a document to move along a 
document transport path formed in said document table cover; a second image sensor 
fixed to said document table cover so as to be situated at a position above said 
document transport path, wherein a track of the document that moves through said 
document transport path passes through a scan point, which is a focal point of said first 
image sensor when said first image sensor is situated at a standby position, wherein a 
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portion of said document transport path, located downstream from said scan point, is 
divided into a first path and a second path; and transport switching means, disposed at 
a location where said document transport path is divided, for switching said track of the 
document moving through said document transport path between said first and second 
paths, wherein said first path is formed in parallel or substantially in parallel to said track 
of said document transport path at a position upstream of said scan point, the document 
traveling through said first path is directly output externally of said document table 
cover, and said second path is formed so as to be turned upward so that the document 
traveling through said second path document transport path at a position upstream of 
said scan point, the document traveling through said first path is directly output 
extremely of said document table cover, and said second path is formed so as to be 
turned upward so that the document traveling through said second path is directly 
output extremely of said document table cover. 

Therefore, claims 4-1 1 , are Allowed for the reasons the claimed invention are 
distinct from the prior art searched and of record neither anticipates nor suggests the 
claimed invention as amended. 

Conclusion 

2. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to NEGUSSIE WORKU whose telephone number is 
(571)272-7472. The examiner can normally be reached on 9A-6PM. 



Application/Control Number: 1 0/799,71 1 Page 1 0 

Art Unit: 2625 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Edward Coles can be reached on 571-272-7402. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Negussie Worku/ 
Examiner, Art Unit 2625 
/Edward L. Coles/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2625 



